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Daffodils have reached peak bloom in Massachusetts

Daffodils are in full bloom in Massachusetts.

Courtesy of New England Botanic Garden at Tower Hill

By Mary Blake
April 20, 2023

SHARE

The flowering season has begun in New England and right now, daffodils are the star of
the show.
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"The warm weather we had last week really accelerated the bloom quickly, and folks
have been out there in droves both last weekend and also this week with school
vacation," said Nick Wildman, executive director of the Dartmouth Natural Resources
Trust.

Wildman said the first daffodils were planted on the property during World War Il.

"For many, many years it was sort of a hush-hush kind of underground thing. We didn't
publicize it. You just had to be kind of in the know to take in this special opportunity for
three or four weeks every spring,” he said. "Now, with the rise of social media, we've had
a flock of interest.”

Related Stories

Spring has arrived. Here's when to plant food and flowers in the garden.
Ask Dave Epstein: What are your first-time gardening tips?

How did the word "seed" get into March Madness brackets?

The Dartmouth Natural Resources Trust isn't the only Massachusetts space where you
can can enjoy blankets of yellow daffodils in bloom. The Trustees has spring flower
shows in North Andover and Stockbridge, and the New England Botanic Garden at
Tower Hill in Boylston boasts a daffodil field with over 25,000 bulbs. Mark Richardson,
the botanic garden's director of horticulture, says the first of those bulbs were planted in
1991, and the field has grown in the decades since.

"Daffodils are naturalizing, so they continue to grow every single year. So, that one bulb
that you plant probably turns into the equivalent of six or eight bulbs over time," he
explained. "So there's tons and tons of blooms out in the daffodil field right now. It looks
fantastic.”

Richardson says while daffodils aren't native to North America, they have acclimated to
New England quite well since they were introduced.
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But if you want to see the flowers, don't wait to plan a visit.

"They're truly a spring ephemeral,” Richardson said. "In the next few weeks, daffodil
foliage will start to die back to the ground.”

Morning Edition co-hosts Paris Alston and Jeremy Siegel bring a whole
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in your inbox every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday morning.
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