
   

 

   

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
For Immediate Release 

Mark your calendars for the nation’s #1 winter 
light display 
Tickets for Night Lights at New England Botanic Garden go on sale October 23 
with early access for Garden members on October 14 
 

Boylston, MA, October 13, 2026 – New England Botanic Garden at Tower Hill invites visitors to step into 
a world of wonder this winter season with Night Lights: Fantastical Forest, the nationally acclaimed 
seasonal experience of lights that transforms the Garden into a glowing landscape where nature, 
fantasy, and imagination intertwine. Named #1 in USA TODAY's 10BEST Readers' Choice Award for Best 
Botanical Garden Holiday Lights last year, Night Lights returns November 21, 2026, to January 3, 2027, 
with a spectacular display of half a million lights and festive experiences for visitors of all ages. 

“Night Lights is uniquely magical, with awe-inspiring displays that celebrate the wonders of the natural 
world and inspire connection," says New England Botanic Garden CEO Grace Elton. "Over the years, so 
many people have made Night Lights a family tradition, and we couldn’t be more grateful. Each year, we 
aim to make the experience bigger, brighter, and more memorable. We can’t wait to wow you with 
Night Lights: Fantastical Forest.” 

Last year, 70,000 people from across the region made Night Lights part of their winter holiday 
celebrations. Ticket sales begin October 14 for Garden members and October 23 for the general public. 
What to expect this year: 

Illuminating the Wonder and Whimsy of the Forest  
Night Lights: Fantastical Forest is a walk-through experience that spans nine distinct formal garden 
spaces, two subtropical conservatories, and the Garden’s Visitors Center. Artfully crafted light displays 
immerse visitors in the wonder and whimsy of the forest—luminous mushrooms, suspended florals, 
illuminated vines, and more await. Night Lights displays, designed in-house by the Garden’s talented 
staff, change each year, so there is always something new and inspiring for returning visitors to discover.  
 
Diwali Lights Kick Off 
For the second year in a row, the Night Lights season kicks off with a special celebration of Diwali, the 
‘Festival of Lights,’ hosted in partnership with the India Society of Worcester. During Diwali Lights on 

https://nebg.org/
https://nebg.org/nightlights/
https://10best.usatoday.com/awards/best-botanical-garden-holiday-lights/
https://10best.usatoday.com/awards/best-botanical-garden-holiday-lights/


   

 

   

 

November 21, visitors can enjoy a wonderful evening of Indian cultural programs, delicious Indian food, 
shopping local vendors, henna, and more among half a million lights. Limited tickets are available.  

Celebrate Las Posadas 
On Wednesday, December 9, join in a celebration of Las Posadas hosted in partnership with Casita 
Cultura Latina. Enjoy a variety of cultural activities as you take in the lights and celebrate an evening of 
tradition and community. 
 
Festive Experiences Return 

Along with its spectacular light displays, Night Lights brings back beloved holiday activities that visitors 
have come to cherish. Enjoy festive treats, including s’mores and cider doughnuts, and seasonal drinks 
to keep warm while strolling through the illuminated landscapes. Holiday shopping in the Garden Shop, 
a model train display, and cozy fire pits make the experience even more memorable. 
 
Discounts, Specials, and Free Parking 

Garden members receive a 25 percent discount on tickets and 50 percent off on tickets purchased for 
the evenings of November 30, December 1, and December 2 (while supplies last!). Visitors purchasing 
tickets on standard rate evenings can enjoy a 20 percent discount on tickets selected for 8 and 8:30 p.m. 
timeslots. This Value Hours discount is available to Garden members and non-members. Individuals with 
a Massachusetts-issued EBT, WIC, or ConnectorCare card can reserve up to six Night Lights tickets at 
50% off non-member prices. For visitors looking for more flexibility, the Glow Together Flex Pass offers 
parties of two to six people the opportunity to secure tickets at a flat rate that can be redeemed any 
night without having to make a reservation in advance. Free onsite parking is also available to all every 
evening. 
 
Ticket Information 
Ticket sales begin on October 14 for New England Botanic Garden members and on October 23 for the 
general public. As Night Lights is a highly popular event, visitors are encouraged to purchase tickets early 
to secure their preferred date. Guests should not miss their chance to be part of this extraordinary 
experience. Book online at nebg.org/nightlights or call the Night Lights Hotline at 508-869-6745. 
 
 

### 
Images and Additional Information: 
View the Night Lights Press Photo Album.  
Check out the Night Lights  Media Fact Sheet for interesting info about how the event has evolved over 
the years. 
 
About New England Botanic Garden at Tower Hill 
New England Botanic Garden at Tower Hill is a nonprofit organization located at 11 French Drive in 
Boylston, Massachusetts. A regional destination, the Garden is operated on nearly 200 acres by the 
Worcester County Horticultural Society, one of the oldest of its kind in the country, and is open to the 
public for garden viewing, trail walking, educational programs, private events, weddings, exhibitions, 
and more. In 2023, New England Botanic Garden was voted "Top Botanic Garden in the U.S." by 
TravelAwaits. New England Botanic Garden is an AAM-accredited museum that includes an irreplaceable 
collection of plants and creates opportunities for visitors to experience the wonder of plants, learn 
about the natural world, and make joyful connections. Learn all about New England Botanic Garden 
including its history, mission, and its staff at www.nebg.org. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/towerhillbg/albums/72177720320415130/
https://nebg.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/NightLights_factsheet_2026_final_COMPRESS.pdf
https://www.aam-us.org/
http://www.nebg.org/


   

 

   

 

 
Contact for Media & Inquiries 

Liz Nye, Public Relations Manager 
New England Botanic Garden at Tower Hill  
lnye@nebg.org | 508-869-6111 ext. 143 
 
Event & Ticketing Info 

Visit nebg.org/nightlights for full details, ticket purchase, FAQs, and updates. 
 
 

https://nebg.org/nightlights/

